
 

 

January 10th Discussion Guide 

Colossians 3:1-17 - Division 
 

 
 
This is a 7 week study on Colossians 3:1-17 and a social media poll about what people 
wanted to say goodbye to from the past year and say hello to in the New Year. Content is 
themed on the Sunday sermon, but the guide can be discussed without viewing the 
sermon. If you want to watch the sermon it can be viewed at Sermons Archive - Good 
Shepherd Church Naperville 

Prayer 

Open your group in prayer. Pray about who you would become if God changed one thing 
in your heart each week of this series. 

Icebreaker (10 min) 

1. What verse did you use to encourage yourself or what replacement did you use to 
put off something empty and put on something filling? 

2. You’ve had your 1 week free trial of 2021. Are you keeping it or canceling it? 
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Discussion (30 min) 

1. This week we will discuss saying Goodbye to Division and Hello to Unity. What are 
some examples of division you see in the world and in your personal life? 

2. Read Colossians 3:1-17. This passage comes from a letter written by the apostle 

Paul to the church in Colossae (modern-day Turkey) while he was in prison for 

sharing his faith in Jesus. In this letter, Paul identifies things that divide us. List the 

things he says we must put to death or rid ourselves from. Name one thing on the 

list you would like to put off. How can your group encourage you in this area? 

3. Read Col. 3:11, 14b, and Phil 2:2. What do these verses say God wants for us? How 

can we have unity and diversity at the same time? 

4. Considering Matt. 7:5 and Abraham Lincoln’s comment “My concern is not 

whether God is on our side, but whether we are on God’s side” regarding the Civil 

War and the North vs. South. Name some practical ways we can put off our old 

selves in regards to division? 

5. Reviewing Col 3:12-17, discuss the list of what we are to put on that will bind us in 

perfect unity. Then spend time in “popcorn” prayer (mute off, everyone taking a 

turn as the Spirit leads) over this list in relation to our own lives and in our world. 

Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with each other, 

forgiving one another, putting on love, letting peace rule in our hearts, and being 

thankful. 

6. Application question : Col. 3:9-10 instructs us to take off the old self and put on 

the new self. What from the list will you put on this week to create unity in your life 

and in the world around you? 

Closing Prayer 

See above for the prayer time this week 
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