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Edward Aucoin
I was born and raised in New Orleans, Louisiana, but have 
now spent most of my life living in the Chicago area.  I 
have been married to Jennifer Aucoin for 27 years now 
and we have lived in Aurora for 20 of those years.  We 
have three daughters, Lauren (21), Ellen (19) and Rachel 
(16), each of whom has been baptized here at Good 
Shepherd.  

I’ve been a member of Good Shepherd for the past 20 years. I have served as 
an usher, as a Communion assistant and as a Lector.  I also volunteer to serve 
meals at Hesed House in Aurora as I am able. I attended CRHP at Good Shepherd 
in 2002 and then helped put on the next year’s retreat.  Finally, I was a proud 
member of Good Shepherd’s softball teams (affectionately known as Saturday 
Morning Softball Outreach); started out on Good Shepherd Blue and finished 
with Good Shepherd Red. 

I have always had a strong faith. When we moved to Aurora, my wife and I 
searched for a church that would fit both of our paths to God.  We visited to at 
least 5 other churches before we found Good Shepherd.  Once we sat through 
one service here, we knew this was the place for us and feel very blessed to have 
been here all these years.

There are so many people in our area who need to be reached and shown the 
bright light of God’s love and promises.  It’s so very easy to be distracted by 
the false gods of today’s society (media, money, social media, ect.).  I’ve always 
believed that once people are shown the faith and love of Christ that our 
congregation embodies, they will want to be transformed spiritually and share 
in that faith and love.  I have spoken to so many people over the years who have 
visited Good Shepherd and one experience resonates above all others: they feel 
the community of God that exists in this Church and want to be a part of it.  

I am still on a path to understanding in my faith journey.  I have what I feel to 
be a solid base of knowledge regarding God’s word and the traditions of many 
different sects of Christianity.  I am trying to understand how God’s love and 
Jesus’ examples of faith can help welcome all His children into the Church body.  
Even those that may not have previously been openly accepted in the Church.  I 
am also trying to put my faith more into practice, which I believe is the best way 
to bring the lost back to God.

In summary, I am blessed to be a member of the Good Shepherd family.  And I 
would like to share that blessing with those who are spiritually distracted in our 
community.  Thank you for taking the time to read this bio and God bless you.

Ed

Kelly Dobson
Over the years at Good Shepherd, I have served as 
a Sparks leader, communion server, Feed the Need 
volunteer, and as a CRHP Spiritual Leader. 

I have drawn nearer to God over the last year and thank 
Him for the transformation he’s done in my life. I’ve grown 
closer to him through prayer, small group, reading the 
scripture, fasting, and most importantly - asking him 

for help! The past year has been a challenge for all of us in so many ways. I have 
clung to Hebrews 6:19 “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, 
Jesus, has entered on our behalf”. No matter the storm, he keeps us safe and he 
keeps us right where we need to be - tethered to him. And even more amazing, 
we have access to the inner sanctuary, direct access to God, because of the 
resurrection power of Jesus! I have been so very encouraged reading through 
God’s word over the last year and seeing things with a fresh pair of eyes. 

I love that the God who redeemed and restored Israel and brought dry bones 
to life, is the same God who cares for you and me. Ezekiel 36:26-27 “And I will 
give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, 
stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. And I will put my Spirit 
in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations”. 
This scripture has been pivotal in pointing my heart to God and growing my faith 
in Him. By giving me a tender, responsive heart, he has opened my eyes to some 
of the idols I have in my life. I’m working on being obedient to him and trying to 
go where he leads. He has reminded me that I am here as his servant. I’m not here 
to ‘give back’ to him, but to return to him what he has gifted me.

Reaching and transforming the spiritually distracted so we can love and serve 
God has perhaps never been more timely and necessary. Addressing my own 
idols over the past year, particularly social media, has opened my eyes to 
the extent of distraction living among us and the resulting destruction and 
degradation of our relationship with others and Christ. I am passionate that there 
is much work to be done in reaching the spiritually distracted so God can do his 
work of transformation.

I am humbled to be considered a nominee for Church Council. About 5 years ago, 
I desired to be on Council because I felt I could contribute with administrative, 
leadership, and financial skills. However, I felt that the Lord would work it out in 
his time if it was his will. I waited on the Lord and am humbled to be considered 
for council. 

Kim Jeske
Thankfully, I was raised by loving parents who believed in 
God, worshiped faithfully on Sundays, served in multiple 
capacities and drove me to all the church activities the 
church had to offer. College and early marriage were my 
“Christmas/Easter” years, and church attendance returned 
while looking for a place to Baptize our baby.  I always 
knew God, believed in what the Bible stories said and 
tried to live a respectable life. Going thru Christ Renews 

His Parish, hearing stories and sharing is where I became aware of how God was 
always working in and thru my life. Being at VBS with daughters Julie and Jackie 
(now 23 and 21) taught me to watch for God. Listening to FUEL messages to 
Junior High students showed He wanted a daily constant relationship with me.  
Diving into Good Shepherd activities have included Administrative duties for The 
Promise and Purpose Campaign, The Pie Thing, The Egg Thing, VBS, FUEL leader, 
Prayer Shawl Ministry, and 4:30 am prayers in the parking lot to send my husband 
Dan to Honduras. I also had the delightful privilege of being an Administrative 
Assistant at our Preschool for 10 years. With Good Shepherd and Team World 
Vision I ran my first Chicago Marathon raising money for clean water for God’s 
children in Africa. The recent pandemic lockdown eliminated all physical church 
activities.  Good Shepherd offered Worship services, prayer casts and several 
people called to see how we were doing, but my connection had disintegrated.  
I understood what it felt to be “out of the loop” and disconnected from 1310 
Shepherd Drive. Recently, a high school student asked for me to help with Delta 
confirmation retreat. This ignited my passion to be involved with this community 
who has the goal of reaching God’s people to live with and for Him daily, because 
we all are spiritually distracted.  That week I received a call from the nominating 
committee.  Sharing this conversation with my best friend made her laugh. Two 
hours earlier we had been in a Bible Class that had discussed how women often 
look at all the opportunities they have to volunteer, and then carefully select one, 
and sometimes they are presented to us.
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Kathy Peart
A Little History 
My name is Kathy Peart and I am a candidate for Good 
Shepherd’s Church Council. My husband Kevin and I 
have been married for 38 years, residents of Aurora for 
26 years, and members of Good Shepherd for 25 years. 
We have one daughter, Amanda, a 26-year-old graduate 
of Good Shepherd’s Preschool, Delta, Wheaton College 
and Elmhurst College Master’s Nursing Program.  

My husband and I met while working in patient care at a hospital in 
Pennsylvania.  Career changes led Kevin to pharmaceutical sales and me into 
hospital administration and healthcare consulting.  Our careers have taken us 
from Pennsylvania to Maryland, Virginia, Arizona, Michigan, and finally (for Kevin 
at least), home to Illinois.  

Service at Good Shepherd
Over the years I have served on the GSLC Preschool Board; Chaired the Call 
Committee for Pastor Bob Gillis; served on Church Council (2003-2006), CFO 
2 years, President 1 year; and was a CRHP Lay Director. I also served on the 
Building Committee during the expansion project for the Worship Center, Café 
& Student Ministry space and the renovation of the Sanctuary.  Along with Pr. 
Gary Olson I served on the Above & Beyond Missions Team and from June 2016 
to January 2020, coordinated the main GSLC Missions Team. Since July of 2020 I 
have been on the Reopen Team, assisting in identifying safe practices for return 
to Work, Worship, and Ministry. 

My Faith Journey
My faith journey could be described mostly as God pursuing me. As a child, 
my parents rarely went to church, although I was baptized in an Evangelical 
United Brethren church. College years led me to a Catholic college and a United 
Methodist college, both of which had required religion classes. While working 
in a Catholic Hospital I was always impressed when the priest came to the Code 
Blues. Prayer in the midst of chaos was comforting. During my young adulthood 

you could say God kept Himself in front of me in subtle, but persistent ways. 
A few years later I met my Missouri Synod raised husband-to-be. Once married 
we both committed to going “back to church.” As a result, at the tender age of 
36, I was actually confirmed in a church! Several moves and some years later we 
came to Good Shepherd. That is really where and when my faith journey began.  
I’m still a work in progress, but God has a plan and His main theme with me has 
been one of persistence.  If asked where I am currently on my faith journey I 
think I’m more engaged, more curious, and more humbled by how little I know 
and how much I have to learn about The Word, about faith, and about serving 
with the “right” heart than ever before. Now it’s my turn to be persistent in 
pursuing Him.

Why Church Council?
I’m not sure many of us know why God puts certain things on our hearts. Why is 
He calling me to serve, especially in light of my previous Council participation? 
I’ve been drawn to James 3:13-14: “Who is wise and understanding among you? 
Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from 
wisdom.”

I’m not sure of His plans, but if He and the congregation discern me to serve on 
Council, I hope to serve with the humility and wisdom described by James.

 

Eric Reishus
My wife Jayne and I joined Good Shepherd in 2010.  Prior 
to that we had been active members of Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran of Naperville, where I was confirmed, since 1982.  
While at Our Saviour’s I served as an usher for many years 
and was a Council member for five years, four of those as 
Council Chair.  I was also active on tbe Stewardship and 
Endowment Boards.  I participated in men’s CRHP in 2003 
when the men of Good Shepherd sponsored the men of 
Our Saviour’s.  

Jayne and I have three adult children and three grandchildren.  Our middle 
daughter Julie was ordained at Good Shepherd and serves as a Lutheran pastor 
in eastern Pennsylvania.  

At Good Shepherd I participate in the men’s Bible study and have done mission 
work with Feed My Starving Children and at the Pine Ridge Indian reservation.  
I am also a house co-captain for the Rebuilding Together Aurora group that is 
sponsored by Good Shepherd.

I have been active in the Boy Scouts since 2003, serving in a number of Unit, 
District and Council leadership positions. I have had the privilege to be an adult 
advisor on eight high adventure scouting adventures trips to Sea Base, Philmont 
and the Boundary Waters.

We live in unsettled and challenging political, social and economic times.  I 
believe God’s Word must be the rock and foundation of our lives.  At the same 
time, we must be open to new challenges, new perspectives and new ways 
to reach and embrace the growing population that has little or no personal 
relationship with Christ.  This outreach should span all age groups and life 
situations here in the Naperville area, in our country and internationally.  Good 
Shepherd is a place where this does and should continue to happen. The 
church leadership should facilitate this in ways that make sense in today’s ever-
changing world.

My faith continues to both deepen and broaden over time.  Deepened in my 
love of Christ and the church and broadened to adapt to an ever changing, 
more inclusive world.  The more I pray and study, the more I desire to learn 
and discover God’s plan for my life.  The more I serve, the more I see the love of 
Christ in action, making a small difference in an often broken and hurting world.

I have thought and prayed about this opportunity and firmly believe the God 
has shown me the path forward to humbly engage as a servant leader on the 
GSLC Council.
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Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is —

his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
Romans 12:2 (NIV)


