
May 23rd Discussion Guide

OPPOSITION - ACTS 14

This is a 12 week study through the Book of Acts. Content for this discussion guide is
based on the sermon, so participation in weekly worship will enhance the conversation
on this topic. If you want to watch the sermon it can be viewed at Sermons Archive -
Good Shepherd Church Naperville

Prayer

Open your group in prayer.

Icebreaker (10 min)

Share a time you had to have a difficult conversation with someone. i.e. birds and

bees, employee problems, family confrontation, etc?
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Discussion (45 min)

1. Read Acts 14 and list the trouble Paul and Barnabas had while preaching the

gospel.

2. Read John 15:20, John 16:33, Acts 9:15-16, 2 Tim 3:12.

a. What do we learn from these passages?

b. Has anyone ever warned you about the persecution and opposition you

would receive when sharing the gospel? Why do you think we do not

discuss this more often?

c. Share a time you were persecuted for your faith or for sharing the gospel.

3. Read Ephesians 6:12 and Roman 5:12. Use these verses to give two reasons why

people would react so violently against the message of Jesus. What reactions do

you witness in today’s world regarding the gospel?

4. Review Acts 14 and list the blessings Paul and Barnabas received on their journey.

5. What blessings do we receive from our persecution for our faith?

a. Acts 14:22:

b. Matthew 5:11-12:

c. Matthew 10:19-20:

d. Acts 5:41-42:

e. Philippians 3:10-11:

6. Share a story of someone’s persecution for Jesus that could encourage your

group.

7. What can you do to not let persecution inhibit you from sharing your faith? (See

verses 20, 22, 23)

Application question: Jesus suffered the ultimate persecution for you. How does this

perspective change the way you share the gospel? Who will you share this news with this

week?

Closing Prayer

LORD, You have warned us that everyone who follows you can expect to suffer

persecution. Help us rely on You and on others, through prayer and encouragement, to

continue serving people and sharing our faith so that all will know your saving grace!
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